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Hydrocarbon Processing will be publishing the official daily newspaper for the American 
Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM) Operations and Process Technology Summit in 
Austin, Texas on October 2–4 2017.

These newspapers will feature articles and photographs from the previous day’s events, 
sessions, hospitality events and speeches. The first day's paper will be in each delegate’s 
bag as they register. The second day's paper will be delivered to each delegate’s hotel room 
at the JW Marriott Austin and will also be at the media wall in the registration area. The third 
day’s paper will be distributed via email by AFPM to all conference attendees. The readership 
that these newspapers receive is extremely high and will boost your company's visibility at 
this event. Each day’s issue is posted to the HPInformer blog with a special edition of the 
HPInformer e-newsletter to more than 48,000 Hydrocarbon Processing readers. Hydrocarbon 
Processing is pleased to offer you this opportunity to deliver your corporate message to the 
2017 AFPM Operations and Process Technology Summit with unprecedented coverage.

Editorial opportunities are also available; contact the editor listed on this flyer for further information.

Feature your Company at the AFPM 2017 Operations and Process 
Technology Summit
• Drive traffic to your hospitality suite
• Reach highly influential attendees from operating companies with buying authority 
• Increase awareness of your company and its products and services 
• Additional bonus coverage through the Hydrocarbon Processing HPInformer e-newsletter

Advertising Rates and Deadlines
• Deadline for space reservations: September 8
• Material deadline: September 12
• Advertisers can choose from the various ad formats below. Ads are available for one day  
 or all three days. Please specify on insertion order. 
• Subject to terms and conditions of 2017 media planner

AFPM Newspaper Specs

Advertising Rates  Three Days   One Day

Front cover $11,195 $5,345

Front page hospitality suite button $4,220 $1,970 
  2” x 1.4” (51 mm x 36 mm) 

Inside front cover                                   $10,090         N/A 

Full page $9,475 $4,745 
  Standard: 9.75” x 15.5” (248 mm x 394 mm) 
  Bleed: 11” x 16.75” (279 mm x 425 mm)

1/2-page (Vertical or Horizontal) $5,435 $3,145 
  Horizontal: 9.75” x 7.5” (248 mm x 191 mm) 
  Vertical: 4.8” x 15.5” (122 mm x 394 mm)

1/2-page island $7,335 $4,445 
  7.25” x 10” (184 mm x 254 mm)

1/4-page $3,920 $2,365 
  4.8” x 7.5” (122 mm x 191 mm)

Final Trim: 10.75” x 16.5” (273 mm x 419 mm); Bleed: allow .125” (3.2 mm) outside  
the final trim
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Marking a new era of cyber secure 

refinery automation
ALBERT ROOYAKKERS, Bedrock Automation

As concern with cyber threats to re-

fineries continues to grow, traditional 

control system vendors are respond-

ing by adding cost and complexity to 

their legacy technology. The new Bed-

rock universal control system from 

Bedrock Automation offers refineries 

increased performance, processing 

power, redundancy, scalability, cyber 

security protection and cost efficiency

Featuring a patented architecture 

with a pin-less, electromagnetic back-

plane (FIG. 1) and embedded cyber se-

curity, Bedrock addresses virtually all 

control applications with fewer than a 

dozen part numbers, reducing cyber 

attack vectors, cutting lifecycle costs 

and simplifying engineering, commis-

sioning and maintenance.

Reinventing control systems. A com-

mitment to a simple, functional design 

is a core tenet of the system, which de-

livers I/O, power and communications 

across the pin-less electromagnetic 

backplane, with a parallel architecture 

that supports ultra-fast scan times re-

gardless of I/O count. The removal of 

I/O pins improves reliability and in-

creases cyber security while forming 

a galvanic isolation barrier for every 

I/O channel. This backplane also al-

lows installation of I/O modules in 

any orientation and location for flex-

ibility in I/O and cable management.

Secure I/O modules use layers of 

advanced technology to deliver soft-

ware-defined I/O for universal analog, 

discrete, Ethernet and Fieldbus signal 

types. A secure power module is func-

tionally and physically coupled to the 

backplane to deliver single- and dual-

redundant cyber secure power for the 

control system. A secure universal 

controller is powerful enough to run 

virtually every conceivable applica-

tion independent of size or control 

task: discrete, batch, continuous or 

multivariable control from one device 

that supports as few as 10, to as many 

as thousands of I/O points. Sepa-

rate programmable logic controllers 

(PLC) and distributed control systems 

(DCS) are no longer required.

The invention and deployment of 

advanced semiconductor, mechani-

cal design, cyber computing and 

communication technologies have 

resulted in an innovative automation 

platform (FIG. 2).

Layers of protection. Replacing pins 

with an electromagnetic backplane is 

one of many layers of cyber security 

protection that Bedrock Automation 

has implemented. Additional cyber 

security layers include:

• A real-time operating system with 

the highest safety and security 

rating of any available real-time 

operating system (RTOS)

• Cyber secure microcontrollers 

with encrypted keys embedded in 

all system modules, including the 

controller, power supply and I/O

• All modules encased in anti-

tamper metal that is impenetrable 

without metal cutting tools

• Authentication extending 

throughout the supply chain, 

including third-party software 

and applications.
Adding so many layers of protec-

tion to a conventional DCS, SCADA 

RTU, PAC or PLC would add cost and 

complexity and degrade performance. 

With Bedrock, these layers have been 

built in from its design.

Open, flexible engineering. Bedrock 

delivers an integrated development 

environment (IDE) based on an open 

IEC 61131 software toolset that sup-

ports embedded OPC UA. The IDE 

enables users to develop, operate and 

authenticate control for a vast array of 

PLC, SCADA and DCS applications. 

Fewer components means fewer panel 

layouts and wiring diagrams to con-

tend with. Software configurable I/O 

can be changed in the field with the 

click of a mouse. 90% fewer I/O mod-

ule types means fewer spare parts to 

keep and manage, contributing to a re-

duction in overall engineering design 

costs of up to 33%. •

Stimulate the heart of 

your hydroprocessing unit

www.axens.net

ImpulseTM, the catalyst technology that combines  

the stability you recognize with the activity you need

FIG. 1. With fewer than six parts, Bedrock 

addresses virtually all control applications.

FIG. 2. Bedrock Automation’s control 

platform delivers high performance  

and multi-layered cyber security.

GAS INNOVATIONS MORE THAN DOUBLES  

ETHYLENE STORAGE CAPACITY
To support growing hydrocarbon 

refrigerant markets, Texas-based Gas 

Innovations has expanded its capabili-

ty to supply refrigerant gases to global 

LNG and FLNG liquefaction plants.

Gas Innovations is one of only two 

companies in North America (NA) fo-

cused solely on purifying and packaging hydrocarbon, specialty gas and 

welding consumable products. The significant cost advantages to produc-

ing natural gas have resulted in the ability to produce and package great 

quantities of ethylene. The assurance of supply for this key refrigerant in 

making cryogenic natural gas has greatly increased the ease with which 

natural gas producers across the globe can liquefy and then transport their 

own feedstock supplies.

Adding a third bulk storage tank at its Texas facility has increased its 

storage capacity from 24,000 gal to more than 40,000 gal, which allows the 

company to fill ocean-going ISO containers with onsite volume.

The company is currently in the midst of a project to load 25 5,000-gal 

liquid ISOs of ethylene to ship to Africa, where an effort is underway to 

restart an LNG plant. It is also servicing a large project in Australia, sup-

plying sufficient quantities of ethane to start a massive plant that will liq-

uefy and prepare significant stores of native natural gas for transport. This 

project, in turn, will make shipment of LNG to Japan more economically 

viable, as one answer to that country’s energy woes.

Throughout the Gulf Coast, Gas Innovations is involved with numer-

ous pipeline-interruption projects. For smaller processing plants making 

ethylene product derivatives, the company can assist in the event of a ma-

jor feedstock pipeline interruption due to maintenance, damage, safety or 

other causes. It is also able to provide ethylene during a period of curtail-

ment by simply plugging into the plant’s pipeline on the downside of its 

interruption, supplying additional product. This solution is low-risk and 

has the potential to save millions of dollars a day in wasted productivity. •

Trying to win without a full set of options?The new ACHIEVE® series of FCC catalysts from Grace hands you the versatility and functionality you need for today’s  
dynamic refining environment. Visit Grace at Booth 37 at the 2015 AFPM Q&A and Technology Forum to learn more  
about ACHIEVE® catalysts.

grace.com
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Join us on the Topsoe Boardwalk for fun games and more
in Studio 6 (2nd Floor) of  the New Orleans Marriott

Monday, October 5 – 6:30PM to MidnightTuesday, October 6 – 5:30PM to Midnight

Welcome to New Orleans and the 2015 AFPM Q&A and Technology Forum. We are thrilled to be back in a city that has played such an important role in defining and building our great country.
Two hundred years ago and ten miles south on the east bank of the Mississippi River, Gen-eral Andrew Jackson’s troops defeated a large English army at the Battle of New Orleans. Some historians think that it was this battle that propelled the United States of America forward. It gave the country confidence and, most impor-tantly, it gave descendants of French, English and Spanish settlers, as well as freed slaves, pride in their new country. This newfound pride led to the widespread use of a new title and identity: Americans.The Big Easy has since grown into a beautiful, fun and resilient city, and one that is part of a crucial region for our industry, as it is surrounded by major refining and pet-rochemical facilities. It is the perfect place for us to meet and discuss our important role in fueling this great country.Over the next few days, we are going to conduct some important business, as well as enjoy great food and mu-sic. We will share business and operational best practices and address the challenges the refining and petrochemical manufacturing industries face each day. We have the op-portunity to hear from industry experts, discuss some of 

the tough technical issues that we face and learn about the latest technologies to enhance operations.The theme of this year’s Q&A and Technology Forum is Driving success in a changing market. The primary goals are to develop and support the next generation of leaders within the industry, and to encourage the out-standing technical information exchange that occurs ev-ery year at this meeting. The Young Leaders Town Hall is back to allow a peer-to-peer discussion about successful practices and experiences within the industry. Rounding out the conference, the Fostering Profitability session will offer insights into how to be successful in this rap-idly changing market.
The Cybersecurity Day on Monday, October 5, will be a highlight of the conference and a first for this gather-ing. Cybersecurity is a critical component of protecting refineries and petrochemical facilities, and the industry has developed several of its own standards, technologies, controls, strategies and processes to manage cyber threats. The Cybersecurity Day will tackle many issues, from ex-amining existing threats to petrochemical facilities to dis-cussing issues surrounding industrial control systems.The Plant Automation & Decision Support sessions will focus on utilizing data and emerging solutions to drive down costs and drive up supply chain improvements and benefits. In another new development, and in the spir-it of the presidential debates, on Wednesday, October 7, the Plant Automation & Decision Support sessions will 

Driving success in a  
changing market
CHET THOMPSON, President, American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers

A CHANGING OF THE GUARD IN AFPM LEADERSHIPEffective May 4 of this year, the board of directors of AFPM named Chet M. Thompson as the association’s next pres-ident, succeeding Charles T. Drevna, who retired after eight years in the role.
Mr. Thompson has represented AFPM as external counsel for nine years in the Washington, D.C. office of Crowell and Moring LLP, where he was a part-ner and chairman of the Environment & Natural Resources Group, one of the country’s premier environmental prac-tices. His practice included counseling, litigation, and regulatory and legislative representation for a wide array of cli-ents under major environmental statutes, 

including the Clean Air Act; the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007; the Energy Policy and Conservation Act; the Resource Conservation Act; and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, Liability and Recovery Act.From 2008 to 2014, Mr. Thompson was recognized as one of the leading lawyers in the US by Chambers & Part-ners, and was awarded a Certificate of Accommodation by the US Department of Justice in 2006. Prior to joining Crowell and Moring in 2006, he served as deputy general counsel at the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), where he pro-vided legal advice to the agency’s ad-

ministrator, general counsel and program offices. Before beginning his work at the EPA in 2004, he spent 10 years at Col-lier Shannon Scott PLLC, where his work focused on the Clean Air Act and the Re-source Conservation and Recovery Act.He holds a BA degree in political science from Boston College and a JD degree from the Catholic University Co-lumbus School of Law. In his role as pres-ident of AFPM, Mr. Thompson will help to amplify the importance of the refining and petrochemical industries and their positive impact on US manufacturing, jobs growth, energy independence and national security. •
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A new addition to this year’s ses-

sions at the Q&A and Technology Fo-

rum is a track specifically focused on 

developing young industry leaders.

The activities are focused on first-

time conference attendees and del-

egates with less than 10 years of ex-

perience. While the track does include 

fun activities, such as a cocktail hour 

for networking, the core item was 

a “Town Hall Meeting” held Mon-

day morning, in which the industry’s 

young leaders shared their practices 

on a number of key issues shaping the 

industry moving forward.

One major topic of discussion was 

staff transitions. With engineers chang-

ing jobs at a rapid pace and commu-

nication shifting increasingly to digital 

forms, how should engineers document 

their work to ensure that the process 

engineer after them has the record?

“These can be major troubleshoot-

ing issues,” said Motiva Enterpris-

es’ Steve Perry, who moderated the 

roundtable discussion. “As you send 

texts back and forth to peers, how do 

you document it so that the people be-

hind you have those records?”

Perry, who works at Motiva as the 

margin improvement manager, asked 

guests to raise their hands if they had 

transitioned into a new role and could 

not find any active records. Most 

hands in the room went up.

Russell Wiltse, a senior technol-

ogy specialist at Honeywell’s UOP, 

explained that, in the digital records 

of most companies, there are “layers 

of what used to be true and now is 

not.” He asked engineers in the room 

to share their strategies for how they 

overcome these potential problems.

One delegate said he would com-

pile a summary email after the fact, 

which could then be kept and dated in 

company records.
“Replying to them with some sort of 

documentation is critical,” Perry said. 

“If you are simply taking the informa-

tion, putting it into a document with no 

context and moving on, you are losing 

an opportunity to gain knowledge.”

Another attendee said that her 

company had created a shared fold-

er between departments so that ev-

eryone can view the history of what 

has happened with a particular unit. 

Additionally, the company issues 

monthly reports on each unit, detail-

ing any upsets.
Meanwhile, another engineer 

stressed the importance of speaking to 

multiple sources on a given issue, and 

then noting that this had happened. 

He gave the example of speaking with 

both an operations worker and a sub-

ject-matter expert.
The meeting also included discus-

sions of best practices for etiquette. 

For example, one attendee noted that 

older engineers had a tendency to 

“check out” during highly technical 

discussions in digital form. As a result, 

adapting to staffers who prefer face-

to-face discussions is critical.

Similarly, young staffers may need 

to realize that some discussions simply 

are not best suited for a digital format.

“One thing you want to be careful 

about with instant messages is that 

most are retained on hard drive,” Wil-

tse said. “That conversational field can 

allow you to be more candid than an 

email—like you would on the phone—

but maybe that is not something your 

organization would want. Think of it 

like an email. It is being stored on your 

company server somewhere.”

Another hot-button issue was per-

sonal social media use. Two attend-

ees from UOP expressed a positive 

outlook regarding Facebook, saying it 

allowed them to form deeper relation-

ships with global clients.

However, others took a more cau-

tious approach. Two delegates who 

had recently transitioned to manage-

ment roles said they felt that “de-

friending” lower-level staffers was 

necessary to set boundaries.

“All it takes is one person to share 

something, and then it goes to all of 

their friends, and so on and so forth,” 

one delegate said. “A bunch of opera-

tions guys and I were connecting on 

Facebook. A couple of years later, I 

was their boss. I came to the realiza-

tion that I needed to separate my social 

life from theirs.”
Perry used his role as moderator 

to keep things light and to stimu-

late further discussion. To that end, 

he awarded “Mardi Gras beads” to 

each conversational participant, and 

called upon further sharing in the up-

coming sessions.
“This is all about sharing success-

ful practices for what makes the best 

people in our organization successful,” 

Perry said. “Taking ownership of any 

particular subject and documenting it 

well is something that should be recog-

nized by your organization as great.” •

New track targets 

young industry 
leaders
BEN DUBOSE, Hydrocarbon Processing

Linde Engineering North America Inc.

Five Sentry Parkway East  

Blue Bell, PA  USA 

Phone +1.610.834-0300, e-mail LENAsales@linde-le.com 

www.lindeus-engineering.com

With you all the way. 
Technology. Engineering. Procurement. Construction.

For over 60 years, we’ve delivered leading technologies for the 

refining and petrochemical industries. Linde Engineering North 

America Inc. and its  Hydro-Chem division offer a broad range  

of plant solutions and services to meet your needs. We are your 

single source for technology, engineering, procurement and  

construction – T-EPC.

 → Synthesis gas, air separation, and petrochemical plants

 → Selas Fluid refinery and petrochemical fired heaters

 → Oxidation and incineration technologies

 → Engineered revamps and rebuilds

 → Quality, reliability, and an outstanding construction site safety 

record

Learn more - visit us at Booth #35 

in the exhibit hall!

Moderator STEVE PERRY of Motiva 

Enterprises listens to a question from the 

audience during a town hall meeting for 

young leaders. Mardi Gras beads were 

awarded to participants.

Global leader in hydroprocessing catalysts offering the complete range of catalysts and services. 
Visit ART at Booth 36 at the 2015 AFPM Q&A and Technology Forum to learn more.
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LTO supply could prompt judicious refining expansions in US
BEN DUBOSE, Hydrocarbon Processing

The increasing availability of light tight oil (LTO) in the US is driving improved margins for domestic refi n-ers and could justify further capacity expansions in coming years, accord-ing to an executive with KBC Ad-vanced Technologies.
Ramon Loureiro, director and se-nior partner of consulting at KBC, delivered Monday’s keynote address at the annual Q&A and Technology Forum in New Orleans. Mr. Loureiro explained to conference delegates why he is “more bullish” than some other industry analysts, with new LTO dy-namics leading the way.

“In the coming years, I think you are going to hear the call on LTO, rather than the call on OPEC,” he said.Mr. Loureiro noted that upstream service costs for drilling have fallen substantially in recent years, ranging from estimates of 30% to as high as 50%. As a result, the favorable supply dynamics for refi ners could linger for some time, even accounting for the im-pact that weaker global crude markets could have on upstream developers.“Contractor labor, downhole pumps, cement costs and pressure pumping are all down,” Mr. Loureiro said. “That can be 70% of costs.”
Meanwhile, on the rig side, the availability and oversupply have re-duced costs, as well. LTO producers are primarily drilling at “sweet” spots, and are also beginning to re-frack wells for further cost reductions. According to a recent Houston Chronicle report, only approximately 600 wells have been re-fracked of the 50,000 fractured since the beginning of the decade, leaving ample room for additional growth.As a result of those dynamics, a study showed that, even with crude costs at $29.42/bbl, wells in the Bakken shale of McKenzie County, North Da-kota could still generate a 10% return.“For refi ners, judicious lower-cost capacity expansions and refi nery mod-

ifi cations may be justifi ed to continue to capitalize on these LTO and export opportunities,” Mr. Loureiro said.Some analyst reports of late have claimed that global crude prices could fall as low as $20/bbl, which could discourage production even at lower-cost levels. However, Mr. Loureiro does not believe prices will fall that low, owing to the higher prices re-quired to support national budgets in leading Middle East economies.While the development of LTO feedstocks is a positive for US re-fi ners on the supply side, there are also favorable demand dynamics, Mr. Loureiro explained.
“US refi ned product exports really do supply the world,” he said. “They are up 110% since 2005.”
From a global standpoint, Mr. Lou-reiro cited an August report from the International Energy Agency (IEA) that said demand for oil is increas-ing at its fastest pace in fi ve years. Demand is now expected to grow by 

1.6 MMbpd in 2015, representing an upward revision of 200 Mbpd from the IEA’s previous forecast.
Likewise, OPEC has upgraded its oil consumption views for 2015. Con-sumption is now expected to grow by 1.38 MMbpd this year, which is some 90 Mbpd more than previously expected. Similarly, there has been a signifi cant reduction in global crude stocks since April of this year, he said.“Currently, demand is going up and stocks are going down,” Mr. Loureiro said. “I have no doubt that prices will recover. The question is when.”For US refi ners in particular, the key region to watch in terms of de-mand and exports could be Latin America. Mr. Loureiro, who joined KBC in 1986, helped the company’s founders develop its Latin American business, and he sees signifi cant op-portunity there in the years ahead.Demand for transportation fuels in 

RAMON LOUREIRO, director and senior partner of consulting at KBC, delivered Monday’s keynote address.
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